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SUBJECT: HELMUT KOHL'S CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR 

SUMMARY: OPPOSITION LEADER HELMUT KOHL STRUCK AN OPTI- 
MISTIC TONE DURING A CONVERSATION WITH ME TODAY. HE 
SAID THAT HE EXPECTED 1978 TO BE A YEAR OP GREAT DIPPI- 
CULTIES POR THE GOVERNMENT. HE PARTICULARLY THOUGHT 
THAT TERRORIST INCIDENTS COULD RAPIDLY BRING THE 
SECURITY ISSUE TO THE POREPRONT AGAIN. HE THOUGHT THE 
CDU WOULD DO WELL IN THE UPCOMING STATE ELECTIONS, BUT 
SPOKE BITTERLY OP HOW STRAUSS' TACTICS WERE MAKING IT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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MORE DIPPICULT POR THE OPPOSITION TO COME TO POWER. 

KOHL SAID THE "INNER EMIGRATION" IN THE GDR WAS 
REACHING NEW PROPORTIONS AND REELECTING A DEEP DISAP- 
PECTION TOWARD THE REGIME. HE SAID THE NATIONAL QUES- 
TION WOULD NOT GO AWAY EVEN THOUGH EVERYBODY RECOG- 
NIZED THAT REUNIPICATION WOULD BE FAR OFF. HE SPOKE 
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IN DISGUSTED TERMS OF THE IT AT, TAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, 
SUGGESTING THAT EANEANI'S PERSONAL AMBITIONS WOULD HELP 
BRING THE COMMUNISTS TO POWER. HE ALSO SPOKE AS IE HE 
EXPECTED MITTERAND TO WORK WITH GISCARD IN FRANCE. END 
SUMMARY 

ERG DOMESTIC ISSUES 

1 . KOHL SAID THAT THE COALITION GOVERNMENT WAS IN 
DIEFICULTY AND THAT HE BELIEVED 1978 WOULD BE A CRITICAL 
YEAR EOR THE COALITION. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE COALITION 
WOULD EALL, WITHOUT SPECIEYING WHEN OR HOW. HE INDI- 
CATED THAT RECENT POLLS SHOW THE OPPOSITION AGAIN ABOVE 

50 PERCENT OE THE VOTE, AND OBSERVED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
NOT DOING AS WELL AS A FEW MONTHS AGO. 

2. KOHL SAID THAT THERE WERE SIMPLY TOO MANY PROBLEMS 
BESETTING THE GOVERNMENT. HE CITED THE RECENT SCANDAL 
IN NORTH RHINE WESTPHALIA, THE BUGGING OF LEBER'S 
SECRETARY, AND THE PENSION ISSUE. HE SAID EOREIGN 
SUPPORT (IMPLYING ALSO US SUPPORT) WAS HELPING TO 
KEEP SCHMIDT IN OFEICE, BUT THAT THIS COULD NOT LAST 
BECAUSE EOREIGN LEADERS WOULD GET TIRED OE SCHMIDT'S 
CONSTANT SCOLDINGS. 

3. KOHL RESERVED HIS HARSHEST COMMENTS EOR STRAUSS. 
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HE SAID STRAUSS' TACTICS WERE HELPING THE GOVERNMENT. 

HE SAID THAT HE WARNED STRAUSS THAT ANY EURTHER STEPS 
AGAINST KOHL WOULD COMPEL KOHL TO ATTACK STRAUSS 
PUBLICLY. HE SAID HE FELT THIS WARNING WOULD BE EE- 
EECTIVE BECAUSE HE DID NOT BELIEVE STRAUSS HAD THE 
STOMACH EOR THAT KIND OE CONFRONTATION. HOWEVER, IN 
REMARKING ON ELECTION PROSPECTS (SEE BELOW) HE SAID 
THAT ONE HAD TO RECOGNIZE THAT STRAUSS MIGHT GO OFE 
COMPLETELY ON HIS OWN AND MAKE THE OPPOSITION'S TASK 
MUCH HARDER. HE OBSERVED THAT STRAUSS' PRINCIPAL 
DIEFICULTY WAS THAT HE HAD TO GO BACK TO BAVARIA 
BUT HE DID NOT WANT TO DO SO. 

4. KOHN SAID HE THOUGHT THE OPPOSITION WOULD DO WELL 
IN THE UPCOMING STATE ELECTIONS. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD 
OBTAIN A MAJORITY IN LOWER SAXONY, ADDING THAT HE 
PRIVATELY HOPED THE MAJORITY WOULD NOT BE TOO BIG. HE 
SAID THAT HE WOULD BE CONTENT WITH A SMALL INCREASE IN 
HAMBURG, AND THOUGHT THE OPPOSITION COULD GO OVER 40 
THERE. HE SAID HESSE WOULD BE TOUGH BUT THE OPPOSITION 
STOOD A CHANCE. HE DID NOT COMMENT ON THE 
BAVARIAN STATE ELECTION. 
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5. THE JOKER IN THE DECK, ACCORDING TO KOHL, WAS 
TERRORISM. KOHL SAID THIS ISSUE REMAINED BARELY BE- 
LOW THE SUREACE ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT NOW BEING DISCUSSED 
AS MUCH AS BEEORE. HE THOUGHT THAT OTHER INCIDENTS 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 01469 02 0E02 26I949Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 SS-I5 
USIA-06 MCT-OI 10-13 ACDA-I2 OMB-OI TRSE-00 EB-08 
/094 W 

034262 2620I3Z/4I 

R26I20IZ JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5205 
INEO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL PRANKPURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION USNATO 

CONEIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OP 02 BONN 01469 


WOULD OCCUR AND THAT SUCH INCIDENTS WOULD LEAD TO A 
POPULAR DEMAND POR FIRMER LEGISLATIVE ACTION. THIS, 

HE SAID, WOULD DAMAGE THE GOVERNMENT COALITION. HE 
SAID, IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE ELECTION PROSPECTS IN 
INDIVIDUAL STATES, THAT A TERRORIST INCIDENT WOULD 
ALSO HAVE AN EPFECT ON SUCH ELECTIONS. 

THE GDR AND THE MANIPESTO 
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6. KOHL SAID THE MOST STRIKING THING ABOUT THE GDR, 
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ACCORDING TO INEORMATION HE RECEIVED, WAS THE RISING 
TENDENCY TOWARDS INNER EMIGRATION. HE SAID MORE AND 
MORE PEOPLE WANTED "DACHAS," LARGELY IN ORDER TO GET 
AWAY EROM PARTY AND GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE IN CITY 
HOUSING BLOCKS. HE FELT THIS ALIENATION EROM THE RE- 
GIME COULD NOT HELP BUT DAMAGE IT. 

7. KOHL EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE MANIFESTO HAD 
BROUGHT THE NATIONAL QUESTION ONCE AGAIN TO THE FORE- 
ERONT, AND THAT IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT THIS QUESTION 
WOULD NOT GO AWAY IN HISTORICAL TERMS. HE SAID 
REUNIEICATION WOULD ALWAYS BE ON PEOPLE'S MINDS, EVEN 
IE IT TOOK GENERATIONS TO ACHIEVE AND HAD TO BE ACHIEVED 
UNDER SOME NEW POLITICAL STRUCTURE THAN THE NATIONAL 
STATE. 

ITALY 

8. KOHL SAID IT WAS DIEFICULT TO TELL WHAT WOULD HAP- 
PEN IN ITALY. HE SAID THE DC WAS A COALITION OE INDI- 
VIDUAL PERSONALITIES DOING WHAT SUITED EACH ONE'S OWN 
PERSONALITY. HE THOUGHT EANFANI HOPED TO BE 
PRESIDENT AND MIGHT BE INCLINED TO LET THE COMMUNISTS 
INTO THE GOVERNMENT TO GAIN THEIR SUPPORT EOR THE 
PRESIDENCY. 

9. KOHL SAID THE CDU WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO 
BREAK TIES WITH THE DC IN CASE OE COMMUNIST PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. HE SAID THAT SUCH A 
BREAK WOULD HAVE TO BE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED IE THE CDU 
WERE NOT TO SUEEER LOSSES AMONG ITS SUPPORTERS HERE. 
KOHL ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE POPE WAS NOT BEING 
VERY HELPFUL. 
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FRANCE 

10. KOHL SAID IT LOOKED AS THOUGH THERE WOULD BE SOME 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN GISCARD AND MITTERAND AFTER THE 
FRENCH ELECTIONS. HE DID NOT INDICATE ANY PARTICULAR 
WAY IN WHICH THAT WOULD AFFECT HIM. 
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THE PASSING OF LEADERS 

1 1 . AT ONE POINT KOHL OBSERVED BRIEFLY, IN SPEAKING OF 
1978 AS AN IMPORTANT YEAR, THAT A NUMBER OF LEADERS 
MIGHT PASS FROM THE WORLD SCENE. HE CITED THE POPE 
AS ONE. HE ALSO SAID THAT BREZHNEV WOULD PROBABLY 
LEAVE OFFICE, AND THAT HONECKER WOULD THEREFORE GO AS 
WELL. 

STOESSEL 
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